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Christopher ColumbusChristopher ColumbusChristopher ColumbusChristopher Columbus
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Columbus was born in Italy, but sailed 
for Spain. He led four voyages to the 
islands off the coast of Florida. He 
gathered plants, animals, and also 
took back Indians to show the King and 
Queen of Spain what he had found. He 
told them he could bring back gold and 
so they financed three more voyages. 
He called the natives he found Indians, 
because he thought he was in India. It 
was Columbus who showed Europeans 
the way to the Americas.Columbus’s ships were the Columbus’s ships were the Columbus’s ships were the Columbus’s ships were the PintaPintaPintaPinta, the Nina, and , the Nina, and , the Nina, and , the Nina, and 

the Santa Mariathe Santa Mariathe Santa Mariathe Santa Maria

In fourteen hundred ninety-two
Columbus sailed the ocean blue.

He had three ships and left from Spain;
He sailed through sunshine, wind and rain.

He sailed by night; he sailed by day;
He used the stars to find his way.

A compass also helped him know
How to find the way to go.

Ninety sailors were on board;
Some men worked while others snored.

Then the workers went to sleep;
And others watched the ocean deep.

Day after day they looked for land;
They dreamed of trees and rocks and sand.

October 12 their dream came true,
You never saw a happier crew!

"Indians! Indians!" Columbus cried;
His heart was filled with joyful pride.

But "India" the land was not;
It was the Bahamas, and it was hot.

The Arakawa natives were very nice;
They gave the sailors food and spice.

Columbus sailed on to find some gold
To bring back home, as he'd been told.

He made the trip again and again,
Trading gold to bring to Spain.

The first American? No, not quite.
But Columbus was brave, and he was bright.



SpainSpainSpainSpain

AmerigoAmerigoAmerigoAmerigo VespucciVespucciVespucciVespucci

1454145414541454----1512151215121512

The name America comes 
from  explorer Amerigo
Vespucci. He was also the 
first explorer to call the 
Americas the New World. 
Vespucci was born in Italy, 
but explored for Spain. He 
sailed to the east coast of 
South America.

Ferdinand MagellanFerdinand MagellanFerdinand MagellanFerdinand Magellan

1480 1480 1480 1480 – 1521152115211521

Magellan was born in Portugal, 
but explored for Spain. He is 
credited with being the first 
explorer to circumnavigate the 
world. He was actually killed in 
the Philippines and some of his 
crew finished the voyage 
without him.

X

Magellan killed by 
Philippine natives.
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1539 1539 1539 1539 ----1544154415441544

Hernando de Soto explored for 
Spain. He led an expedition of 
over 500 men on a trek through 
Florida, central Georgia, the 
Carolinas, Tennessee, 
Mississippi, Alabama, and 
Arkansas. In May 1541 de Soto 
arrived at the Mississippi 
River. He explored for a year 
following the Mississippi River 
and eventually reached 
Louisiana and Texas, More 
than half of his men died from 
various causes; de Soto died 
too in 1542 along the banks of 
the Mississippi River. De Soto 
is credited for opening the way 
for further Spanish exploration 
and settlement. He was the 
first explorer to bring livestock 
with him on his explorations. 
They would turn pigs loose in 
the wild in hopes that they 
would multiply and could be 
hunted to provide food in the 
future. de Soto also introduced 
horses to the Native American 
population. The Indians 
developed a special bond with 
these animals that changed 
their way of life.

Like other European explorers, 
de Soto and his men are also 
responsible for the spread of 
small pox among the Native 
Americans. Small pox killed entire 
empires of Indian people during 
the Age of Exploration.



Jacques CartierJacques CartierJacques CartierJacques Cartier

1534 1534 1534 1534 ---- 1537153715371537

Cartier sailed and explored for France. He was hired by France’s
King Francis I to find gold, spices, and a northern route to Asia. 
Cartier led a total of three expeditions. He travelled along the St. 
Lawrence River claiming the land for France that is now known as
Canada. French is still the official language for a large part of 
Canada. The King of France wanted to settle the land by starting
a colony. Jacques Cartier did not want to be a part of that and 
went back home. Those who did try to colonize Canada for the 
French gave up after a while due to the harsh winters. It took a
while before France had a successful colony in the Americas.

Cartier had a roller 
coaster relationship 
with the Iroquois 
Indians. At times 
they helped each 
other and were 
trading partners, 
and other times 
that had violent 
conflicts. Cartier 
never found the 
Northwest passage 
to Asia or gold and 
riches, but his 
explorations of the 
St. Lawrence River 
opened up the 
interior of Canada 
for further 
explorers and 
eventually 
permanent 
settlements by the 
French.



Robert de La SalleRobert de La SalleRobert de La SalleRobert de La Salle

Was a French explorer who 
was sent by King Louis XIV 
to travel from Canada all 
the way down the 
Mississippi River to the 
Gulf of Mexico. His mission 
was to establish a fur 
trade and claim land along 
the river for France. La 
Salle was the first 
European explorer to 
travel all the way down the 
Mississippi River. He 
claimed all the land in the 
Mississippi Basin for 
France, and named it 
Louisiana in honor of King 
Louis XIV. Americans who 
have lived in the area for 
many generations still have 
the French influence in 
their cooking and language. 
Among La Salle’s 
accomplishments are also 
that he explored the Great 
Lakes region too, where he 
built forts and a fur trade 
empire. 

Robert de La Salle’s legacy is that the forts he established 
around the Great Lakes and Mississippi River allowed France 
to have a significant amount of land and influence in the New 
World. La Salle’s successful alliances with the Native 
Americans in the area over also cemented France’s ability to 
restrict the control Iroquois Indians had over fur trade and 
limit expansion of English settlements. 

LaSalle wanted to find the mouth of the Mississippi River by 
sea, but was using faulty maps. He had a series of 
misfortunes and struggles that wrecked his ships and 
wreaked havoc on his followers. He was murdered by his men 
in East Texas in 1687.

Great Lakes



Henry HudsonHenry HudsonHenry HudsonHenry Hudson

Henry Hudson was an English explorer looking 
for a Northwest passage to Asia. He sailed 
north twice and ran into ice and had to turn 
back. On his third attempt he was funded by 
the Dutch East India Company. They advised 
Hudson as to the route they wanted him to 
take, but he chose a different way. His crew 
nearly mutinied over cold weather so he went 
south and ended up exploring what is now 
known as the Hudson River in New York. 

He claimed the land and the nearby island 
for the Dutch that is now known as New 
York City. On a third voyage to find the 
Northwest Passage, Henry Hudson 
explored what is now known as the 
Hudson Bay area and again could not find 
the Northwest Passage. His crew were 
starving, cold, and were treated poorly. 
They finally mutinied and put Henry 
Hudson in a small boat and set him 
adrift. He was never seen or heard from 
again.

New York New York New York New York 
CityCityCityCity

New York City was New York City was New York City was New York City was 
once called New once called New once called New once called New 
Amsterdam when it Amsterdam when it Amsterdam when it Amsterdam when it 
was settled by the was settled by the was settled by the was settled by the 
Dutch.Dutch.Dutch.Dutch.

CanadaCanadaCanadaCanada

Netherlands

England



Henry HudsonHenry HudsonHenry HudsonHenry Hudson Robert de La SalleRobert de La SalleRobert de La SalleRobert de La Salle Hernando de SotoHernando de SotoHernando de SotoHernando de Soto Christopher ColumbusChristopher ColumbusChristopher ColumbusChristopher Columbus

Jacques CartierJacques CartierJacques CartierJacques Cartier Ferdinand MagellanFerdinand MagellanFerdinand MagellanFerdinand Magellan AmerigoAmerigoAmerigoAmerigo VespucciVespucciVespucciVespucci

What explorer was credited to be the first to circumnavigate the world? _________________________

Why did the European countries paying the explorers hope to gain in return?

________________________________________________________________________________

Which four explorers sailed for Spain? ____________________________________________________

Which two sailed for France? ___________________________________________________________

Who claimed the Mississippi River and established a fur trade empire? ____________________________

Where did Christopher Columbus think he was? _____________________________________________

Who brought small pox and horses to the Native Americans? ___________________________________

What happened to Henry Hudson? _______________________________________________________

Who is America named after? __________________________________________________________



What explorer followed this route?  

_________________

Which explorer had a route that went 

through Florida and several other 

southeastern states? _______________

What did Hudson and LaSalle have in 

common? _________________________

Why did France have such a hard time 
establishing colonies in the New World?

_____________________________

What explorer had these two routes? ________________

Which explorer took this route? ___________

Why did everybody want to find a shorter route 
or Northwest Passage to Asia?

___________________________________
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What explorer was credited to be the first to circumnavigate the world? Magellan

Why did the European countries paying the explorers hope to gain in return?

Land, gold and riches, shorter route to Asia to find spices.

Which four explorers sailed for Spain? De Soto, Columbus, Magellan, Vespucci

Which two sailed for France? Cartier and de La Salle

Who claimed the Mississippi River and established a fur trade empire? Robert de La Salle

Where did Christopher Columbus think he was? India or Asia

Who brought small pox and horses to the Native Americans? Hernando de Soto

What happened to Henry Hudson? His crew mutinied and set him adrift in a boat.

Who is America named after? Amerigo Vespucci



What explorer followed this route?  

Columbus

Which explorer had a route that went 

through Florida and several other 

southeastern states? De Soto

What did Hudson and LaSalle have in 

common? They were killed by their men.

Why did France have such a hard time 
establishing colonies in the New World?

Harsh winters

What explorer had these two routes? Henry Hudson

Which explorer took this route? Vespucci

Why did everybody want to find a shorter route 
or Northwest Passage to Asia? (Prior Knowledge)

To get spices, they were needed and very 
valuable.
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